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A NEW OCTOMERIA FROM 


SPANISH HONDURAS 
BY 
Oakes AMES 


AMONG oRCHIDs recently collected in Honduras by 
Mr. J. B. Edwards a new species of Octomeria has been 
recognized. There are no close allies of this species among 
the Octomerias recorded as natives of Central America. 
It is in habit similar to the Brazilian O. brevifolia Cogn. 
from which it differs in the size and form of the labellum. 
From dried specimens it appears to belong to the section 
of the genus characterized by semiterete leaves. 


Octomeria hondurensis 4 mes, sp. nov. Herba 
epiphytica, parva, caespitosa, caulibus gracilibus tereti- 
usculis. Folium subcylindraceum, leviter arcuatum, valde 
carnosum. Flores satis numerosi, densiuscul, fasciculati. 
Sepala oblongo-lanceolata, subacuta, trinervia. Petala 
similia. Labellum distincte trilobatum; lobis lateralibus 
erectis; lobo medio oblongo, apice tridentato; disco 
prope basim bicarinato. Columna generis. 

Epiphytic herb about 10 cm. high. Stems caespitose, 
terete, 8-9 cm. long, several-jointed, with fibrous remains 
of sheaths adhering near the base, monophyllous, about 
1 mm. in diameter when dried. Leaf about 2.5 cm. long, 
about 1 mm. in diameter, semiterete, acute, lightly sul- 
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cate above, much exceeding the inflorescence. Peduncles 
5 mm. long, fasciculate, in the axil of the leaf, subtended 
by closely appressed sheaths. Flowers opening in succes- 
sion, only one present at a time. Lateral sepals spreading, 
4.5 mm. long, 2 mm. wide, oblong-lanceolate, acute or 
subacute, 3-nerved. Dorsal sepal similar. Petals 4 mm. 
long, 1.5 mm. wide, oblong-lanceolate, subacute, 3- 
nerved. Labellum 3 mm. long, 3-lobed; lateral lobes 1.5 
mm. long, 0.5 mm. wide, erect and porrect, falcate, sub- 
acute or obtuse; middle lobe 2 mm. long, 2 mm. wide, 
quadrate-oblong, tridentate at the apex with the lateral 
teeth rounded and the middle one acute; disc bicarinate 
at base. Column produced at base forming a distinct 
foot, about 1.5 mm. long. 

Repusiic or Honpuras, Department of Cortez, El Jaral, Lake 
Yojoa. Epiphyte in dense tropical forest, 2,000 feet altitude. Sepals, 


petals and lip lemon yellow: column white. October 29, 1932. J.B. 
Edwards 304. (Tyrer in Herb. Ames No. 39043.) 


ItLustratTion: Plant drawn natural size from dried specimens. 
Flower much enlarged (at right), Labellum much enlarged (at left), 


THE HONDURAN SPECIES OF LEPANTHES 
BY 
Oakes AMES 


THREE species of Lepanthes are now known to be 
natives of the Republic of Honduras; L. hondurensis 
Ames, published in 1981, L. turtalvae Reichb.f., re- 
cently collected by J. B. Edwards; and L. Hdwardsi, 
which is described below. 


Lepanthes hondurensis 4 mes in Proc. Biol. Soc. 
Wash. 44 (1931) 48. This species is related to L. appen- 
diculata Ames, a Guatemalan plant, but is larger with 
differences in the structure of the labellum. The flowers 
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are extremely attractive, suggesting tiny butterflies with 
orange wings bordered with mauve, spread out on the 
yellow background formed by the sepals. The accom- 
panying plate was prepared from the type. 


Repustic or Honpuras, Department of Atlantida, Lancetilla Val- 
ley, near Tela. March 11, 1923. Ames II. 171, I. 176; Department 
of Comayagua, Pito Solo, Lake Yojoa. Epiphyte in dense forest, at 
2,000 ft. altitude. August 1932. J. B. Edwards 90, 93 and 230. 


ItLustRATION: Plant about four fifths natural size. 1, inflorescence 
much enlarged. 2, labellum. 3, column (posterior view). 4, pollinia. 


Lepanthes turialvae Reichb.f. Beitr. Orch. Centr. 
Amer. (1866) 57. 


Repustic of Honpuras, Department of Comayagua, Siguatepeque. 
Epiphyte in open mountain forest, at 3,700 feet altitude. Sepals pink, 
petals and labellum red. September 26, 1932. J.B. Edwards 258: El 
Achote. Epiphyte in dense forest, at 3,900 feet altitude. Sepals light 
pink, petals and lip rose. September 27, 1932. J. B. Edwards 260. 


Lepanthes Edwardsii Ames sp. nov. Caules se- 
cundarii vaginis laxis, hispidis, tubularibus omnino in- 
clusi, ascendentes, monophylh, caespitosi. Folia elliptica 
apice inconspicue tridenticulata, marginata, in petiolum 
contracta. Inflorescentiae folium excedentes, rachis fracti- 
flexa. Sepala lateralia glabra, usque ad medium cohaeren- 
tia, laminam ovatam bifidam formantia. Sepalum dorsale 
lanceolatum, bene caudatum. Petala carnosa, lanceolata 
vel sub-semihastata, glabra, basi rotundata, apice sub- 
acuta. Labellum trilobatum; lobi laterales triquetri, an- 
guste crescentiformes, acuti; lobus medius valde abbre- 
viatus, oblongus, acutus. Columna valde arcuata. 

Roots coarsely fibrous, whitish, smooth. Stems caes- 
pitose, monophyllous, 5-15 mm. long, slender, concealed 
by elongated tubular sheaths, erect or obliquely ascend- 
ing, rigid. Sheaths two to five, 2-6 mm. long, the basal 
one shortest, finely hispidulous on the prominent longi- 
tudinal nerves, dilated at the mouth, with the margins 
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thickened and hispidulous, the uppermost one enclosing 
the petiole of the leaf and conspicuously dilated upward 
above the middle. Leaf elliptical, marginate, 5-15 mm. 
long, 4-7 mm. wide, contracted at base into a short peti- 
ole, apex tridenticulate. Peduncles 1-4, equalling or ex- 
ceeding the leaves, arising from the axils of the leaves, 
7-12 mm. long to the base of the first flower, slender, 
smooth, usually with a single bract near the middle, bear- 
ing six to seven flowers in succession, only one of which 
isexpanded at atime. Floral bracts infundibuliform, hy- 
aline, hispidulous, equalling the short rigid pedicels. 
Flowers conspicuous, the tips of the lateral sepals directed 
upwards, 18-14 mm. long from the tip of the dorsal sepal 
to the tips of the lateral sepals, whitish or yellowish with 
purple petals. Lateral sepals smooth, united to about the 
middle, forming a broadly ovate bifid 4-nerved lamina 6.5 
mm. long, 4mm. wide, free portion of each sepal triangu- 
lar acute. Dorsal sepal smooth, 6.5 mm. long, 2 mm. wide, 
lanceolate, caudate. Petals fleshy, smooth, lanceolate or 
semi-hastate, obtuse or subacute, 2—2.5 mm. long, scarce- 
ly 1 mm. wide at the base, parallel, the inner margins 
approximate above, closely appressed to the dorsal sepal. 
Labellum 3-lobed, with the lateral lobes fleshy, trique- 
trous, 3 mm. long, very narrowly crescentiform, closely 
appressed to the column at base, parallel or with the tips 
strongly incurved, at the tip closely appressed to the 
lateral sepals ; mid-lobe minute, oblong, acute, about five 
times shorter than the lateral lobes, concealed by the 
column, ascending or abruptly inflexed. Column 1 mm. 
long, strongly curved downward over the middle lobe of 
the hp. Anther deeply retuse at the apex. 

This is a charming little orchid with flowers longer 
than its leaves, with membranaceous light yellow or 
whitish sepals and deep purple fleshy petals which hang 
downward, closely applied to the dorsal sepal and at base 
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extend very little beyond the column, their basal ends 
close to the base of the labellum. It is closely allied to 
Lepanthes Johnsonti Ames from which species it differs 
in the relative proportions between the petals and the 
sepals. In LL. Johnsonti the sepals are purple and twice 
longer than in L. Hdwardsi while in both species the 
petals and labellum are nearly equal in length. From ZL. 
Tuerckheimi Schltr. and L. guatemalensis Schltr. it dif- 
fers conspicuously in the structure of the petals and in 
being vegetatively a much smaller species. 

Edwards no. 261 differs from all the other specimens 
referred to L. Hdwardsi in the color of the sepals which, 
except for a yellowish tinge at base, are purplish rather 
than yellow. It seems highly probable that the flowers 
of this species vary in color as they pass from youth to 
maturity. 

Repustic or Honpuras, Department of Comayagua, Pito Solo, 
Lake Yojoa. Epiphyte in dense forest, at 2,000 feet altitude. August 
26, 1932. J.B. Edwards 96. (Typr in Herb. Ames No. 39045): Minas 
de Oro at Malcotal. Epiphyte in mountain forest, at 4,200 feet alti- 
tude. July 5, 1932. J. B. Edwards 196: San Luis at Coyocutena. In 
dense mountain forest, at 4,000 feet altitude. May 25, 1932. J. B. 
Edwards 171: Siguatepeque at El] Achote. Epiphyte in dense forest, 


at 3,900 feet altitude. Flowers wine color, slightly lighter at base of 
petals. September 27, 1932. J. B. Edwards 261. 


ItLustRATIon: Plant natural size. 1, flower much enlarged. 2, 
labellum and column as seen from above. 3, labellum freed from the 
column to reveal the sharply upturned apex of the mid-lobe. 4, petal. 
5, anther from the ventral side. 6, side view of the column and mid- 
lobe of lip, the lateral lobes forcibly spread apart. 


Reprinted September 1968. 
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